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3. Fighting for the Future

The future of shark conservation in Gansbaai must be driven by innovation, research and strong
community partnerships. Partnering with larger research institutts with the manpower to track
displaced great white sharks and perform environmental DNA (eDNA) analysis to detect sharks’
presence is essential. Protecting genetic diversity is another important goal. Small, isolated shark
populations are vulnerable to inbreeding, which weakens their resilience to diseases an environmental
changes. Research initiatives must not only count individual sharks but assess the genetic health of
populations to ensure their longterm viability.

Community collaboration is the backbone of any successful conservation strategy. Involving local
fishers in citizen science projects, and running education campaigns that highlight sharks’ economic
and ecological importance can foster a sense of ownership and stewardship among residents. The
development of a dedicated hotline or mobile app to anonymously report bycatch without prosecutions
could make reporting shark bycatch quicker and easier for local fishers. Such a tool would allow realtime
data collection on where and when sharks are accidentally caught, helping researchers identify highrisk
areas.

A future where science, community, and conservation align will help guarantee that great white sharks
continue to roam South African waters, not just as tourist attractions, but as vital pillars of a healthy,
balanced ocean.

info@darwin200.com | www.darwin200.com




This Darwin Leader project was made possible by:

ONSERVATION TRUST

@ DYER ISLAND

https://dict.org.za/

info@darwin200.com | www.darwin200.com




DARWIN200 AR

Thanks to all partners and sponsors that made the DARWIN200 2023-25

artwork
platform.
systems

CREDITFORCE
Limited

@ fourth element

Maker
Buoy

REDFERN

¥

Global Voyage Possible.

www.darwin200.com/sponsors

« Avangrid

Foundation

"‘ Darwin

Friends of the ==

British &

Overseas
Territories

Mensa

OOSTERSCHELDE

Bank of@

Telecom

MC

Internet Mobile
Communications

° ocean .
conservation
trust

S
@ SOLUTIONS

@ Microscopes

flix

Phot©centric

info@darwin200.com | www.darwin200.com

rooo
)

EXPLORING sy 1HE
SEAT OF YOUR PANTS

Jrnyz.io
SMARTVISIT




