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Location : Simon’s town

We carried out direct observation over a three-day period, accompanied by Justin. Activities included
spotting baboon troops both in town and on the mountainside, following their movements, monitoring
their activities, collecting testimonies fromresidents, shopkeepers, and local actors, and documenting
interactions between humans and baboons.

Main Findings

The first thing I noticed was the presence of many restaurants. And according to testimonies, explains:

“The problem that attracts baboons to the town is that there are lots of restaurants and the Navy. Plus,
there’s a lot of solid waste lying around that isn’t really cleaned up.”

Another important finding was the presence of a lot of baby baboon intergenerational transmission of
behavior within baboon troops. Residents observed that older baboons, some of them very aggressive,
have passed these behaviors on to their young, making new generations increasingly fearless. One
resident stated:

“It's a generational phenomenon. The older baboons — some of them very aggressive — passed these
behaviors on to their young, who are now fearless.”

As forresidents’ perceptions, opinions remain deeply divided. Some view baboons as a direct threat and
advocate for their removal from urban spaces. Others see them as part of the region’s natural heritage
and actively protect or even feed them. This division has led to increasing social tension. Louana, a
resident involved in baboon deterrence, shared:

“They want to kill me, but we're just trying to keep them away from people.”
Social Impact

The presence of baboons has created a deepening divide among residents. Distrust is growing. As one
resident put it:

“It’s a very difficult and touchy situation, because you get people who will protect the baboons at all
costs, and then you get the other set of people who see them as wild animals. They believe there has
to be a boundary between man and beast — and if that boundary isn’t maintained, then everything is
chaos.”

Overall, the situation remains complex. While some view the baboons as a major nuisance, others see an
opportunity to protect a potentially endangered species. Poor waste management and the absence of
community consensus have worsened the tensions. A collaborative and structured approach appears
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essential for developing sustainable solutions.
Immediate Measures Taken by Residents

To address the issue, various immediate actions have been implemented:

. The “Cape Peninsula Baboon Strategic Management Plan” drives baboons back into the
mountains using paintball guns as a management technique.

. Supporters of the baboons seek to protect them from harm, particularly from cars and store
intrusions.

. Others scare the baboons away by using slingshots.

“Khoisan”, the first local people who owned Simon’s town before Dutch settlers, 1650s

Pictured by Mauricette Marie Rajaobelina from Simon’s town library
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