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Report 2
The present

Through collaboration and engagement with local communities, youth have been encouraged to
participate in restoration projects. Many are involved in seed harvesting at the plantations, and some
have become full-time employees working in nurseries. In these nurseries, they germinate seeds and
care for the seedlings until they are strong enough for planting. The elderly also play an important role
by growing cedar trees in backyard nurseries. They sell these trees to the Sustainable Cedar Project,
providing them with a source of income.

As part of this process, the young people of the Cederburg community are employed to carry up to 128
trees in their specialised backpacks to plant cedar trees high in the mountains. This initiative is part of
the Sustainable Cedar Project that will be running for 5 years and they are in their first year.

The community leaders have created local knowledge-sharing platforms that have been established
to exchange insights on cultural practices, new technologies, and scientific advancements in
conservation. These engagements keep communities informed and actively involved in planning and
executing restoration efforts and give communities an opportunity to voice their concern, share their
knowledge as part of aknowledge weaving process where everyone is given the chance to give insights
on how they want the interventions to be implemented.

In Algeria’s local community, a school program takes students into the mountains to learn about native
vegetation, the uses of trees in the fynbos biome, and the importance of conservation. This initiative
fosters a conservation mind-set among the younger generation and they pay special attention to the
critically endangered cedar tree that is iconic and has been part of the ecosystem for more than 250
years. Theyalso get achancetoplant atree onthe mountain, this connects themwith their environment.

From my interview with Dawie Burger, | learned that significant research and technology support the
successful growth of cedar trees under optimal conditions. Careful attention is paid to the type of
soil, peat, biochar, and manure used, as well as to soil pH and microbial activity. The tree’s taproot is
intentionally trimmed to prevent deep growth, encouraging lateral root development instead. This
adaptation is crucial in mountainous environments where lateral roots penetrate rock crevices to
access moisture and nutrients, as the rocky substrate prevents deep taproot growth thus mirroring
how seeds grow in the wild.

To monitor plant development, technologies such as hydrometers are used to track the expansion and
contraction of plant cells during growth and dormancy phases. This data helps researchers understand
plant systems and seasonal cycles, guiding when to promote growth or supplement water. Additionally,
these insights are valuable for planning and predicting the future success of other tree species within
the same biome.
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