
CHANGE THE WORLD

The Derwent Estuary 
Project Report – Past, Present, Future

By Sam Aschebrock

Report 1 of 3

info@darwin200.com   |   www.darwin200.com



info@darwin200.com   |   www.darwin200.com

Report 1

Past

Growing up in Aotearoa, I’ve always been surrounded by estuarine environments. So when I was assigned 
to the Derwent Estuary Project with Darwin200 in Hobart, Tasmania, I initially thought, “How hard could 
it be?”—a thought I quickly came to regret. The complexity of restoring the Derwent Estuary, especially 
navigating through layers of politics, bureaucracy, and stakeholder dynamics, was far beyond anything 
I had experienced.

Historically, the Derwent Estuary has endured significant environmental degradation. It was once treated 
as a dumping ground, with both individuals and industries discharging rubbish, sewage, and chemical 
waste into its waters. The worst polluters were the local zinc smelter and papermill, which released 
large quantities of heavy metals—many of which are still embedded in the estuary’s sediments today. 
It wasn’t until the 1970s, when residents began falling ill from consuming contaminated shellfish, that 
stricter environmental regulations were introduced. This marked a turning point in the estuary’s long 
battle against pollution.
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This Darwin Leader project was made possible by:

https://www.derwentestuary.org.au/
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Thanks to all partners and sponsors that made the DARWIN200 2023-25 
Global Voyage Possible.
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