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Upon meeting some of the people working to conserve gliders and their habitats. This report explores 
what more can be done to secure a future for these animals. Conserving the greater gliders is more 
than just saving a single species. It’s about saving their habitats – allowing them to thrive in a functional 
ecosystem that provides benefits to both humans and the environment.

To conserve tree-dwelling animals, we must first ensure their habitats are available to them. Losing 
populations of species like greater gliders act as an alert for people to recognise environmental damage 
(Kerle, 2024). However, we do not have to leave it to the scientists – everyone can play their part to 
save these native species. For example, Gary Howling, CEO of the Great Eastern Ranges, mentions 
that you can be involved in a local landcare group, join replantation of forests, or simply be aware of the 
species in your local area. If you have pets, make sure you keep them inside at night because you never 
know whether they went out for a snack on these arboreal species.

There is also a future for agriculture, which has historically been the leading cause of land clearing. People 
like Gary Kadwell – a fourth generation farmer – are finding a more sustainable approach to agriculture. 
While most farmers may think that the taking out of land for conservation is a waste of potential crop 
production, Gary thinks that his dedication of 40% for conservation has actually increased production. 
He insists that this is a more sustainable approach to farming that will help care for our planet. 

There is indeed a need to catalyze awareness through establishing connections with nature. Without 
caring for something, we may never find the fragile beauty of protecting various species and their 
habitats. As quoted from Melissa Retamales, Australian mammal supervisor at the Taronga Zoo, “Every 
single species that you see along this journey, plays a really huge role within our ecosystems and tell a 
story.” 

On a personal note, I believe that conservation is not just about protecting the environment. It is about 
connecting people to nature and fostering communities that come together to care for our planet. 
Organizations like the Great Eastern Ranges and Kanangra Boyd to Wyangala Link have shown us that 
by working together, we can create a future where people and planet prospers.
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