
CHANGE THE WORLD

Bridging the Gaps: Saving the 
Endangered Greater Gliders

By Brigitta Gunawan

Report 2 of 3

info@darwin200.com   |   www.darwin200.com



info@darwin200.com   |   www.darwin200.com

Report 2

Forest fragmentation is threatening the endangered greater gliders – nocturnal mammals that rely on 
mature, hollow bearing trees to survive (Wilderness Society, 2019). This report explores some of the 
efforts being made to protect these unique endemic mammals. 

Unlike other gliders, greater gliders remain entirely dependent on tree hollows (Great Eastern Ranges, 
2023). They are highly specialized feeders, having adapted to rely almost exclusively on the leaves of 
Eucalypt trees. When old-growth forests are cleared, they leave isolated and disconnected patches 
that make it difficult for gliders to find food, remain safe from predation, and move between trees. 
We first met the gliders at Taronga Zoo who have been rescued by the Taronga Wildlife Hospital due to 
injuries caused by human-modified landscapes such as barbed wire fences. These were yellow-bellied 
gliders on display because of injuries to their flap of skin, preventing them from gliding, therefore unable 
to be released back into the wild. 

We also joined the team from Kanangra Boyd to Wyangala Link (K2W) in the Southern Highlands of 
New South Wales who are building wildlife corridors to connect these fragmented forests. K2W has 
been involved in the Glideways program – a flagship program administered by Great Eastern Ranges. 
Their team monitors gliders by connecting various members of the community to protect forests 
and its inhabitants. By conducting surveys of nocturnal animals, they are documenting the trends in 
populations of the greater gliders.

On our last field day, we planted tree saplings alongside local high school students in a private property 
owned by Gary Kadwell – a fourth generation farmer who has dedicated 40% of his area for conservation. 
On Gary’s property, we met with a team of ecologists who were setting up nest boxes. These were 
configured particularly for squirrel gliders, a smaller species of gliders found in a similar range, but also 
provide shelter for other tree-dwelling wildlife, including smaller birds. These nest boxes help act as 
artificial homes for arboreal animals, protected from thermal stresses in the hottest and coldest of 
days. These are just some of the examples of current conservation efforts .
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