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Scientific Storytelling: Giving Nature a Voice

In the Pacific, nature speaks. It doesn’t use words but communicates through the roots of Dakua trees, the
hum of insects, and the steady pull of the tides. Every leaf, every grain of soil, and every ripple in the water
carries a story. These stories have been passed down for generations, though the world hasn’t always been
listening.

That’s what Scientific Storytelling is all about.

This film wasn’t made to drop facts and figures. It’s about connection with the audience and emphasising
the interconectedness between Pasifika people and the natural world. It opens with me, sitting under a
Dakua tree as the sunrises, feeling the earth beneath me, knowing that every breath is shared with the life
around us.

The Nanai cicada, hidden beneath the soil for eight years, is a perfect example of that connection. When it
finally emerges, its voice fills the forest. It’s areminder of patience, resilience, and transformation. Thisisn’t
just a story about an insect. It reflects who we are as Pasifika people: grounded, strong, and ready to rise
when the time comes.

Working with Nature Fiji, | wanted this film to do more than just showcase beautiful landscapes. Colo-i-Suva
is stunning, but this was about making sure stories like the legend of the Nanai aren’t just told but actually
heard. | sat with elders from the Cabeta and Lewatunibovitu clans, 1

listening to stories passed down through generations. These aren’t just old tales. They're survival guides
and reminders of how we’re meant to live with the land.

For the first time, we're recording these stories through their eyes, not just as scientific facts but as living
culture. This is not just about storytelling. It’s conservation through conversation.

Here’s why that matters. We protect what we know, and we love what we understand. The Nanai might not
be as flashy as aniguana or as easy to spot as alory, but its role in the ecosystemis just as important. Every
species and every story is a part of nature’s puzzle. Every piece counts.

| am Samoan and Pasifika people are an oratory culture. Our ancestors passed down wisdom through songs,
carvings, and spoken word long before books or screens existed. Our voices carry the weight of the ocean
and the strength of the wind. Now through this film, it’s our turn to share these stories with the world and
remind everyone that nature isn’'t separate from us. It’s part of who we are.

The ocean speaks too. Its tides remind us that change is in our hands. We don’t just ride the waves. We
guide them. Every choice we make shapes what comes next.

The heart of this film is simple: Together, we rise. Proud. Powerful. Pasifika.

This isn’t just about the Nanai or the Dakua tree. It’s a reminder that even the smallest voice can fill the
world if we're brave enough to let it be heard.
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