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2025 is the Year of the Nanai. You might be wondering – what even is a Nanai?

It’s a tiny cicada from Fiji which is featured on the $100 Fijian bill, and despite it’s small size, it’s a pretty big 
deal. This Cicada spends most of its life underground, hidden away, only to burst out every eight years in a 
show of wings and song. And when it does? It signals something much bigger – The Year of the Nanai - a year 
of transformation, peace, and new beginnings.

We knew we had to share this story in a way that gets people talking and reaches our target audience of 
youth. So, we made our first film, a quick, energy packed, fun 90-second video that introduces the Nanai, 
not just as a bug, but as a symbol of something more. We opened the film with a playful tone – “Do you know 
what this is?” We zoom in on a Fijian $100 bill. Kids start guessing: “A beetle?” “A cockroach?” until someone 
finally gets it: “A Nanai!” The energy shifts, and we dive into the rich history behind this tiny creature.

				    Image Credit: Fijian Cicada (Raiateana knowlesi), Nanai

There’s a Fijian legend tied to the Nanai, one that goes back centuries. Long ago, two warring chiefs – Cabeta 
of the Burenitu clan and Lewatunibovitu of the Noimalu clan – met beside a stream to make peace.

They had fought for years over where the boundary between their lands should lie. Finally, they decided on 
the Nadoi Creek.

To seal the deal, they exchanged traditional gifts. Lewatunibovitu handed over prawns, the totem for the 
Burenitu clan, and Cabeta gifted a Nanai, promising it would appear on the Noimalu land every eight years. It 
wasn’t just a gift – it was a promise of abundance and peace. And so, to this day, the Nanai remains a sacred 
symbol for the Noimalu people.

Fijian Cicada (Raiateana knowlesi), Nanai

In the film, we bring this legend to life, sharing the story of the Nanai as it emerges from the ground,

shedding its shell, its wings catching the sunlight. It sings its song, a call for life and love, before disappearing 
again after just a few weeks. It’s beautiful and fleeting, reminding us of the importance of embracing the 
moment.
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The Year of the Nanai is not just about the insect. It’s about shedding the old and stepping into the new. 2025 
is our year to rise – just like the Nanai. Maybe it’s letting go of fear or self-doubt. Maybe it’s taking a leap into 
something we’ve been putting off for too long. The Nanai’s emergence reminds us that transformation is 
possible, and sometimes, we just have to take that first step.

As the film winds down, we ask, “What’s your dream for the Year of the Nanai?” Kids jump into the frame, 
bursting with excitement: “Be a Plumber!” and “Be a professional rugby player!” It’s a fun, uplifting moment 
that connects the ancient legend to the dreams of today’s youth.

Our message is simple: 2025 is the Year of the Nanai, and it’s your year to rise. Whatever your dream is, 
we want to see it happen. Post it, share it, and tag it with #TheYearoftheNanai. Let’s raise awareness and 
celebrate not just the legend, but the transformation we’re all capable of.
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