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French Polynesia houses around 28 endemic still-extant land bird species. In addition to the three species 
of lorikeets, these include nine species of dove and pigeon (in three genera), two species of swiftlet 
Aerodramus, four species of kingfisher Todiramphus, five species of reed warbler Acrocephalus and four 
species of monarch Pomarea. Furthermore, French Polynesia is home to an endemic wading bird - the 
Tuamotu sandpiper (Prosobonia parvirostris), last of its genus. This means that if people want to see these 
unique species in the wild, they need to visit this country. 

Every year, around 240 thousand tourists visit French Polynesia to see turquoise watered beaches and 
experience its vast wildlife. In other words, they are looking for a well managed environment. Nature is the 
country’s major economic asset. Yet, land environments are still largely unexplored by tourists, especially 
when it comes to wildlife. When I Arrived in French Polynesia, I was extremely excited to see as many 
endemic birds as I could. However, I quickly realized that birdwatching is far from ordinary here. There were 
no guides, tours or even good quality recorded calls for most species. 

Even though Polynesian Ornithological Society (Manu SOP) estimates that around 10 thousand tourists 
could come to French Polynesia to observe birds, it is clear that there is no structure to welcome these 
birdwatchers. By promoting birdwatching in French Polynesia, tourists from all over the world could 
experience this deep connection with nature as they observe beautiful species that can be seen nowhere 
else on earth. Various jobs derived from land bird protection can be created for island residents, such as 
nature guides to show and explain the species.

More than 13 thousand people work in tourism in French Polynesia, which is 18.2% of all employment in the 
country. They are very familiar with the biodiversity tourists come to experience, such as whales, rays and 
sharks. I believe that once bird watching starts to be implemented in the itinerary of some tourists, locals 
will start to pay attention and rediscover these species that have gone unnoticed for a long time. Moreover, 
they might value their conservation, as it would be another source of income. 

The Institute of Statistics of French Polynesia established that on average, a tourist spends US$ 126 on a 
nature outing. This is a significant income if a land wildlife tourism policy is pursued more decisively by the 
government and the inhabitants of French Polynesia. Bird watching seems like an exciting opportunity to 
diversify a tourism largely biased to marine environments by using a community-based approach. This way, 
part of the money can be reverted back to bird conservation, so initiatives such as Vik´Ura can continue 
their work in a sustainable and even more impactful way.
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