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Within a few minutes talking to David Proia, founder of Vibration Island Kids, an organization that works for
the protection of polynesian lorikeets, one quickly realizes he is not a typical conservationist. For most of
his life, he was a high performance martial arts athlete in France. But everything changed when he had a
powerful encounter. This is a story about love as much as it is about conservation.

When he was 25, he had the opportunity to sail through the Pacific, and during a leg in Teraina Island he saw
a Kuhl’s lorikeet for the first time.

At the first encounter, she was simply magical, | was captivated. | did not expect suchamarvel, itis acreation
unlike any other species, it has very vibrant colors, in the sun, she is very bright, that vivid red. - he told me.

This memory stuck with him for many years. More than a decade later, his daughter, Vikki, was born, and
David promised her he would make her the world“s best soft toy. Inspired by the bird, and named after
his daughter, Vik "Ura was born. More than just a toy, it quickly became a charismatic mascot, as David
realized polynesians did not know the bird any more. And in this way, the project to recover Lorikeets from
Polynesian s collective memory was born.

To travel to the Australs, the Marquesas, and the Tuamotu islands, you need money, resources. It’s not
within everyone’s budget. So it was about allowing me, so to speak, to bring the species to Tahiti. The actual
bird was impossible to bring, so it had to be imagined, and that’s where the mascot was born. This mascot
was created specifically to enable this connection and understanding for the children of Tahiti. - said David.

With the success of Vik "Ura, two new mascots were created to divulge the ultramarine and blue lorikeet,
Vik “Itiand Vik “Ana. The project, officially entitled Vibration Island Kids, produces comic-books, video games,
songs, music videos and soft toys to engage Polynesians to protect these species.

Meanwhile, David is working on new ways to tackle French Polynesia s rat problem, the lorikeets " main
threat. Polynesian government uses rodenticide on the ports to control roof rat populations. Although
locally efficient, as any pesticide, it has an environmental impact. A complementary method is to use rat-
sniffing dogs that had to be imported from New Zealand, which is very expensive. Furthermore, during the
pandemic, one of the imported dogs died, and due to the security measures, a new dog could not be brought
into the country. Faced with this problem, David decided to start a programme to train rat-sniffing dogs in
Polynesia. With the help of Marcel Suhas, Polynesia s best dog trainer, they trained a Jack Russel that came
from New Zealand as a puppy. Part of Marcel ” s self-taught rat tracking training involved rewarding the dog
after it sniffed rats excrement that were previously hidden in the training field. This dog, named Atlas, now a
year old, is Polynesia “s first rat-sniffing dog. He has very recently turned operable and has been inspecting
the ports of Moorea and Papeete, where he tracks, caches and kills rat intruders.

During my work here, for the first time in his life, Atlas left the Society Islands. We flew him to Rangiroa, a
remote atoll in the Tuamotu archipelago. This large atoll is formed by several islets called motus, that are
disposed fairly close to each other. Rangiroa ‘s landing strip is situated in a large and inhabited motu. Upon
arrival, the signs of rat invasion were clear on the island - there were pierced coconuts everywhere. On the
west side of this large atoll, there is a small motu where no rat has ever been found, and the blue lorikeet still
resides. However, recently, locals have witnessed the invasion of rats in the neighboring motu, less than
100 meters away. This is extremely concerning knowing that rats can swim, especially in these shallow and
calm waters. Luckily, Atlas did not find any rat on the motu. Lorikeets are safe there for now, but frequent
inspections are needed in order to detect and prevent an invasion.
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