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Report 1

The Galápagos Islands. Darwin’s pinnacle — the place where his observations transformed science and 
reshaped how we understand life itself. I never imagined I would stand there, let alone contribute in some 
small way. But through the DARWIN200 program, and with Conservation International Galápagos as my on-
ground partner, I arrived on the island of Santa Cruz carrying excitement, questions, and a notebook full of 
plans.

In one of my first meetings with the CI team, they laid out two pressing challenges for the islands — and two 
paths I could choose from. The first was tackling plastic waste, which, despite strict regulations, arrived here 
in tons every year, carried by ocean currents from distant shores. The second was the fish silage project: 
turning fish waste — bones, skins, and viscera discarded by fisheries and markets — into organic fertilizer 
for local agriculture.

Both problems felt massive. Both solutions felt urgent. But I chose the fish silage project. It felt like 
something tangible, something I could help design and optimize. I came in with a clear plan: I wanted to help 
design a filtration system that would make it easier to apply this nutrient-rich fertilizer to crops without 
clogging existing irrigation. I had sketched designs, made timelines, and thought I knew exactly how I could 
help.
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But standing on this island, I quickly learned that real-world solutions aren’t confined to diagrams.

The problems I came to understand were far bigger and more interconnected than I had expected. 
Despite conservation efforts, plastic waste continued to wash ashore, finding its way into fragile 
ecosystems. Scientists here had shown that microplastics were now in the stomachs of seabirds and 
fish, affecting species across the entire food chain. I was especially excited to see the famous giant 
tortoises — something I had dreamed of for years — but I was heartbroken to learn that up to 86.3% 
of the debris found in their feces was plastic. Even these ancient creatures, symbols of the islands 
themselves, were not spared.

Meanwhile, fish waste posed its own complex challenges. Dumped into the ocean, it attracted sharks 
dangerously close to fishing boats and disturbed marine life. Left in landfills, it contributed to methane 
emissions — a quiet but potent contributor to global warming.

I met Walter, a fisherman whose life depended on these waters. He spoke candidly about the waste 
that once seemed like nothing more than an afterthought. Now, it was a hazard — not just for the 
ocean, but for the community.

And then there was Juanita — Walter’s wife — who stood at the centre of this effort to transform 
waste into opportunity. She was learning business, science, and leadership, working alongside other 
women to create organic fertiliser that could help restore depleted soils on the island.

Walking along the beaches, where nature’s beauty and human carelessness collided, I realised 
something: The Galápagos taught the world that everything in nature is connected. But it was also 
teaching me that every human action — even those made far from these shores — sends ripples 
outward. Each discarded bottle, each wasted resource, finds its way back into ecosystems that were 
never meant to carry such burdens.

I arrived with a carefully crafted plan. But this place was asking me to do more than design filters or 
improve systems. It was asking me to listen, to observe, and to understand the depth of the problems 
before reaching for solutions.

And this — I realised — was only the beginning
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