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Report 3 

The Threat of Invasive Species in the Galápagos

Exotic and invasive species are the biggest threat to biodiversity loss in the Galápagos. Despite this, 
the topic remains little known among the general public. Most residents and tourists who frequent 
the archipelago are unaware of the dangers these species pose to the environment — particularly the 
invasive frogs of the Galápagos.

The importance of conducting basic research on these species is critical. Researchers plan to continue 
their studies by creating mesocosms in artificial tanks that simulate natural lakes. This will allow them 
to better understand the behavior and interactions of frogs in the Galápagos. They also aim to collect 
organs and tissues to analyze genetic data and stomach contents, helping to identify their dietary 
preferences and assess their impact on native invertebrates.

Greater interaction between science and the local community is urgently needed. Making this issue 
more widely known is also an important strategy for controlling exotic and invasive species. The 
development of tourism in the Galápagos must be aligned with the advancement of science to ensure 
that environmental health — and the future of biodiversity — is not placed at risk.
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