
CHANGE THE WORLD

Invasive Tree Frogs

By Taysa Rocha

Report 2 of 3

info@darwin200.com   |   www.darwin200.com



info@darwin200.com   |   www.darwin200.com

Report 2 

The invasive Galápagos frogs (Scinax quinquefasciatus) are present on three islands in the archipelago. 
On Santa Cruz Island and Isabela Island, they are well established. There are also some records on San 
Cristóbal Island; however, no established population was found there—only individual sightings.

Since 2017, the Charles Darwin Foundation, in collaboration with Rancho Manzanillo, has been studying 
the impacts of this species. It is known that the frogs compete directly for food with some native birds 
that feed on invertebrates. They also share habitats with various native species.

Male frogs sing to attract females. They remain still while producing loud calls, and females select 
the males with the most attractive songs. This noise can be disruptive, disturbing the quiet of nearby 
communities, especially those close to lagoons.

One of the native species that interacts with these frogs is the dragonfly (Anax amazili). Dragonfly 
nymphs feed on frog tadpoles. Researchers are studying this interaction, but it is already known that 
this predation is not sufficient to control the frog population in the archipelago.

There is still a lack of essential information about the real impact of this invasive frog in the Galápagos. 
To address this, the Charles Darwin Foundation has been conducting research since 2017. Using 
acoustic and automatic recorders, they have estimated the distribution of the species and detected 
its presence even in remote and protected areas of the Galápagos National Park.

Additionally, population abundance was estimated in natural ponds and artificial water reservoirs. One 
alarming result showed more than 10,000 frogs in a single pond. Although the consequences of this 
high number are not yet fully understood, it serves as a clear warning that a significant ecological threat 
may be unfolding.
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