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Invasive exotic species are the second biggest cause of extinction of native species in the world, 
behind only the loss of habitat caused by the human species. This impact is caused by predation and 
competition with local fauna, the introduction of diseases and the hybridization of species, in addition 
to damage to public health, the economy and human and animal well-being. Especially on islands, the 
invasion process becomes even more dangerous due to the lack of defense mechanisms of native 
species in relation to exotic species.

The Galapagos Islands are no different, there are more than 1200 introduced species. Among them, 
Scinax quinquefasciatus has attracted attention, it is the only amphibian present in the archipelago, it 
is a small frog measuring 3 to 4cm in length, it is a carnivorous species whose diet consists mainly of 
invertebrates, its colors vary from light to dark brown, with green, brown or cream markings. Its habit 
is arboreal and its reproduction takes place during the rainy season, which occurs from January to 
May. Due to the rapid development from egg to frog, the species is able to survive in temporary ponds. 
Tadpoles are also resistant to brackish water. Naturally, they are distributed along the continental coast 
of Ecuador and probably reached the Galapagos via boats. The first reports were in 1969 and 1971, but 
it was only in 1998 that the species managed to establish a population in the archipelago.

Darwin did not discuss amphibians many times, however in one of his few reports about the class in “A 
Naturalist’s Journey Around the World”, he managed to identify some species and noticed their habits, 
all of this contributed to the theory of natural selection . In his book “The Origin of Species” This general 
absence of frogs, toads and newts on so many oceanic islands cannot be explained by their physical 
conditions. It seems that the islands are particularly suitable for these animals [...].” This way, it would 
be impossible for this animal to arrive naturally.

In the Galápagos, endemic and native species need to compete with exotic and invasive species for food 
and habitat, for example, in Rancho Manzonillo, the upper part of the island, there are the emblematic 
giant tortoises and a great diversity of birds and invertebrates, however, the in great abundance. It is 
estimated that there are around 10 thousand frogs per pond.

The real impact that this species is causing is still unknown. Research into its abundance and distribution, 
DNA and eating habits is carried out by the Charles Darwin Institute and has been bringing significant 
results for future management.
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