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Despite the breeding program’s success, wild tortoise populations still face complex challenges. Many
of these can’t be addressed in captivity and require in-situ conservation. The most pressing issues
include invasive species (particularly goats, blackberry, and lantana), fragmented habitats, and barriers
to migration such as farms and fences.

For full restoration, conservationists propose several strategies:

Conduct a quantitative census and habitat mapping to assess population spread and threats.
Study migration patterns using GPS tracking to identify routes and barriers.

Modify pasture fencing to allow tortoise passage.

Implement vegetation management to reduce invasive species like blackberry and lantana.
Launch a comprehensive goat eradication campaign followed by habitat restoration monitoring.

Furthermore, recent genetic studies have identified a previously unknown extinct lineage of tortoises
on San Cristodbal. Further research could clarify its evolutionary relationship with current populations
and potentially affect the species classification of C. chathamensis.

To move forward, the conservation community must address a lack of resources, staff, and
infrastructure. Collaboration among key stakeholders—including the Galapagos National Park, Charles
Darwin Foundation, Galapagos Science Center, and universities—is essential.

By shifting the Cerro Colorado Reserve’s focus to environmental education and deepening scientific
research and public engagement, San Cristdbal’s iconic giants may one day roam freely across their
historic range once more.
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