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Objective 3: Show the social and economic impact of the oil spill on Ancón’s fishing community and their 
struggle for justice.

Chapter 3 of the documentary delves into the personal testimony of María Negrón, a fisherwoman, boat 
owner, and fish processor from Ancon, Peru. Her voice represents the lived experience of generations whose 
livelihoods are deeply rooted in the sea and who now face an existential threat due to an environmental 
catastrophe.

The chapter begins with a stark prohibition on filming the boats, subtly revealing a layer of tension and 
control in the port area. From there, the narrative shifts to María’s story—a life interwoven with the rhythms 
of the ocean. Starting her work life at age 15 and now 31, she shares a profound bond with Ancon, a place 
that embodies her past, present, and hopes for the future. Her husband, a fisherman since childhood, and 
her children, born and raised in this community, form part of a multi-generational lineage tied to artisanal 
fishing.

María’s testimony is both a celebration of cultural heritage and a lamentation of its erosion. The ocean, 
described not merely as a body of water but as “life, culture, and livelihood,” has been severely impacted 
by a devastating oil spill. This environmental disaster disrupted not only her work but the stability of her 
household. Economic hardship, emotional stress, and fears for the future pervade her narrative. She 
expresses how, paradoxically, being at sea brings her peace—an escape from the anxieties that now fester 
at home.

The impact of the spill is not limited to personal livelihoods. Entire ecosystems have been harmed—crabs, 
fish, birds, and even sea lions lie dead, victims of crude oil contamination. The community continues to 
witness dead fish wash ashore, long after the initial incident. These scenes reflect the broader ecological 
and social collapse: fishing yields have diminished drastically, from multiple boxes of catch to barely one, 
insufficient even to cover basic costs.

Beyond the immediate economic toll, the disaster has forced a reconfiguration of family dynamics. Traditional 
knowledge—once passed from parent to child with pride—is now seen through the lens of an uncertain and 
polluted future. María, like others, no longer allows her young children to enter the sea. Local authorities and 
studies confirm that the beaches remain contaminated, yet the governmental and corporate response has 
been inadequate.

The chapter concludes with a somber reflection: while the ocean once symbolized continuity and resilience, 
it now embodies loss and danger. María’s final questions—“When will this be cleaned up?”—resonate 
not just as a personal plea, but as a call for accountability, justice, and urgent restoration. The story of 
Ancon is not isolated—it echoes through coastal communities across Latin America, where environmental 
degradation, insufficient reparations, and neglect continue to threaten ancestral livelihoods.
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