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Objective:  Exposing Historical and Contemporary Impacts of Extractivism in Ancón to Advance 
Environmental Justice.

Ancón is a coastal district in Peru with a long and complex history shaped by both ecological richness 
and human exploitation. For thousands of years, Indigenous communities lived in harmony with the sea, 
depending on the Humboldt Current’s nutrient-rich waters. This current sustained a diverse ecosystem, 
with species like squid, mullet, and the prized black snail forming the basis of a thriving fishing economy.

The arrival of Spanish colonizers in the 16th century marked a turning point. Ancón’s strategic location 
and abundance of natural resources made it part of a broader system of extractive economies linked to 
European powers. Over time, British traders also arrived, and by the 19th century, Ancón was transformed 
into a beach resort for Lima’s elite—its prosperity fueled by the guano and saltpeter trade. This was an era 
in which Peru was integrated into the global capitalist system, often at the expense of local ecosystems 
and communities.

Despite centuries of exploitation, Ancón has remained ecologically productive. The area is a vital breeding 
ground for marine species and continues to support generations of artisanal fishers. These communities 
have adapted over time, but they rely on the sea’s health to survive.

Today, however, Ancón faces a new kind of threat. The Spanish oil company Repsol began operations off its 
coast, culminating in a massive oil spill that devastated the marine environment. Unlike previous waves of 
colonization, this time there was no infrastructure, no integration—only extraction and contamination. The 
spill has had lasting consequences, threatening both biodiversity and the livelihoods of fishers who have 
worked these waters for generations.

This chapter of Ancón’s story reveals how colonial patterns of exploitation continue under the guise of 
modern industry. It also highlights the urgent need to defend marine ecosystems and the communities that 
depend on them from environmental injustice.
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