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Objective: Highlighting the Deep Historical Ties Between the People of Ancon and the Sea to Promote
Sustainable Conservation and Cultural Resilience.

Ancodn, a coastal enclave north of Lima, Perd, is a territory with over 10,000 years of human presence. Once
inhabited by early pre-ceramic civilizations such as the Ancon Supe, the area today bears the legacy of
that profound connection between people and the sea. The region is not only historically significant but
ecologically rich—its calm bay and abundant marine life have supported generations of artisanal fishers.

Today, Ancon is part of the Reserva Nacional Sistema de Islas, Islotes y Puntas Guaneras, created in 2009
to protect key marine ecosystems along the Peruvian coast. The reserve includes ten coastal islands and
islets, critical breeding grounds for species such as the Spheniscus humboldti (Humboldt penguin), Otaria
flavescens (South American sea lion), and countless seabirds that rely on the cold, nutrient-rich Humboldt
Current.

For the fishingcommunities of Anconandneighboring Pasamayo, the oceanislifeitself. “We always practiced
sustainable fishing, long before the oil spill,” one fisherman explains. “We fish responsibly because we think
about the future of our children.” Their methods, rooted in conservation and tradition, are a cornerstone of
community resilience.

However, this delicate balance was shattered in January 2022, when a massive oil spill from a Repsol
refinery devastated the coastline. The disaster polluted fishing grounds, poisoned marine species, and
caused lasting socio-economic damage. Local fishers report an alarming loss of income and a deep concern
for the health of their ecosystems. “What are we leaving the youth?” one fisherman asks. “A contaminated
sea and no future?”

Civil society organizations like SPDA are playing a crucial role in overseeing environmental policy and
demanding accountability. “It’s vital that both the state and private companies comply with obligations
to rehabilitate the impacted ecosystems,” says Isabel Calle, Executive Director of SPDA. Restoration is
urgent—not only for the environment but for the communities who depend on it.

Despite adversity, Ancon remains a place of hope and strength. As we document these stories, we also
highlight a path forward—through community-led conservation, sustainable fishing practices, and stronger
marine protections. Ancén reminds us that protecting the ocean is not just environmental work; it is social,
cultural, and deeply human.

info@darwin200.com | www.darwin200.com




This Darwin Leader project was made possible by:

LONGIENGIA
s [

https://concienciamarina.org/

info@darwin200.com | www.darwin200.com




DARWIN200 AR

Thanks to all partners and sponsors that made the DARWIN200 2023-25

artwork
platform.
systems

CREDITFORCE
Limited

@ fourth element

Maker
Buoy

REDFERN

¥

Global Voyage Possible.

www.darwin200.com/sponsors

« Avangrid

Foundation

"‘ Darwin

Friends of the ==

British &

Overseas
Territories

Mensa

OOSTERSCHELDE

Bank of@

Telecom

MC

Internet Mobile
Communications

° ocean .
conservation
trust

S
@ SOLUTIONS

@ Microscopes

flix

Phot©centric

info@darwin200.com | www.darwin200.com

rooo
)

EXPLORING sy 1HE
SEAT OF YOUR PANTS

Jrnyz.io
SMARTVISIT




