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In the first decades of studies on population ecology and cetacean behavior, the basic methods used
consisted of collecting data through observation and qualitative and quantitative evaluation of events
observed during the monitoring of various groups of a population. Over time and with the improvement
and popularization of technologies, cameras entered the scientific community, and the method of photo-
identification of cetaceans began.

The use of this tool provided a great innovation in data collection. However, it has some limitations when
it comes to evaluating certain parameters. For example, the size of the observed groups, an essential
parameter in population ecology, is still underestimated by its estimation by visual sense. Some behaviors
are stillamystery, since the observer’s vision during data collectionis always lateralized and at the waterline.
Inrecent years, an invention

has changed several areas of the world: the drone. And biology is no different: with drones, it is now possible
to accurately observe many of the things that we cannot see from other perspectives, such as the behavior
of dolphins and the size of the groups they are part of. In addition, this tool allows for a smaller impact on
the populations of these animals. Peale’s dolphin populations live very close to the coast, so Sara and Maan
realized that data could be collected from the coast, without having to interrupt the natural behavior of the
species. The drone can take off from land and capture data at the same time that photo-identification can
be performed with a 600mm lens.

Endemic dolphins such as Peale’s dolphin are extremely important in their habitat, and the lack of basic
information about the ecology of the species makes their conservation impossible. The introduction of a
tool as enriching as the drone is essential in solving this problem. It brings hope to the study of the species
and consequently to its future.

However, conservation does not only involve research, but also people. The presence of Peale’s dolphins
in the daily lives of the people of Punta Arenas makes them known. Environmental education projects can
provide even more information about the species and inspire love and care on the part of people, especially
schoolchildren. After all, it is necessary to know in order to conserve. Informing about the dangers that
disturb the biology of the species creates awareness and rejection of these practices.

Citizen science programs can be crucial in research by sending photos and sightings of groups of dolphins.
A simple task that can be carried out by fishermen, boatmen, tourists on a boat trip or even people who
leave their homes and observe them on their way to work when they look out to sea. This basic information
is crucial for research by increasing the robustness of the data that integrates information about their
ecology and behavior.

Scientific dissemination through documentaries is one of the most powerful mechanisms to impact the
world, and this is exactly what Darwin 200 is doing.

In the end, the conservation of Peale’s dolphin does not depend only on Sara and Maan, but on all of us and
our actions to help them in this mission.
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