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How to protect Whale and
Dolphin feeding areas in the Magellan Strait?
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PRESENT: Challenges

Despite the prohibition on hunting, these animals still face risks and threats to their future survival. The
Strait of Magellan is a narrow passage bridging the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, and experiences an annual
average of 2023 vessel transits, with 80% belonging to international fleets. Notably, the southwestern
region of the Chilean part of the Strait serves as a crucial summer feeding ground for humpback whales
(Guzman et al,, 2020). There is a risk of ship strikes in the Strait, as shipping routes closely overlap with
cetacean feeding areas. The Strait allows for unrestricted commercial vessel traffic, making collisions
with large vessels the most probable cause of human-induced fatalities (Monnahan et al., 2019). Artisanal
fisheries, industrial fisheries, aquaculture, and commercial shipping and tourism represent the key macro-
activities that may lead to various interactions with diverse marine mammal populations in the area (Lobo
etal., 2007).

During our excursion to the site, we effortlessly sighted Peale’s dolphins and sei whales both from a zodiac
and the shoreline. The Peale’s dolphin, commonly spotted in groups, was the predominant species we
anticipated encountering during our tour. Research has indicated that this species exhibits a preference
for frequenting regions abundant in Macrocystis pyrifera kelp forests. Given the high productivity of
kelp bed regions, these areas hold considerable energetic significance for Peale’s dolphin populations,
indicating significant concern regarding their susceptibility to habitat loss (Viddi & Lescrauwaet, 2005).

In the case of the sei whale, it is one of the least known whales at present, due to the paucity of new
information published since the cessation of whaling. The focus of research has shifted predominantly
to other species, including right, humpback and blue whales (Acevedo et al., 2017). To safeguard
marine mammal populations, it is essential to grasp their biological requirements and assess the potential
factors—whether natural or human-induced—that could influence the health and survival of individuals
as well as the overall population (Acevedo & Urban, 2021). Established to protect a vital feeding area for
Magellan Strait humpback whales, the Francisco Coloane Marine and Coastal Protected Area houses Chile’s
first Marine National Park (Monnahan et al., 2019).

Despite this, the region faces a significant challenge with the improper disposal of a substantial amount
of waste, which, propelled by the area’s strong winds, eventually makes its way into the ocean. It is
noteworthy that in Chile, a predominant 80% of marine debris stems from sources on land (Rovira, 2006).

Another potential threat on the horizon is the prospect of a larger green hydrogen project taking shape in
the Magallanes Region of the country. This initiative is designed to contribute to Chile’s ambitious goal of
producing 25 GW of green hydrogen by 2030. While the anticipated benefits are considerable, the sheer
magnitude of this green hydrogen megaproject, particularly its expansive wind farms, raises significant
concernsregardingitsimpact onecological processesandthe surroundinglandscape. Preliminary estimates,
drawn from a pilot project in Punta Arenas, indicate that by 2027, the megaproject could encompass around
2,900 installed wind turbines, occupying a minimum area of 160,000 hectares (Norambuena et al., 2022).
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