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PAST: Brief history of the place 

The Magallanes Region and Chilean Antarctica cover a vast area, spanning about 30,000 linear kilometers, 
featuring channels, Patagonian and Fuegian fjords, oceanographic variations, and environmental 
heterogeneity. This area boasts remarkable geomorphological diversity and hosts one of the highest 
specific diversities of marine mammals in Chile and worldwide, with 34 out of the 54 recorded species in 
the country (Aguayo-Lobo, 1999). 	

Within this region, among others, inhabit the southern right whale (Eubalaena australis), humpback whale 
(Megaptera novaeangliae), sei whale (Balaenoptera borealis), Peale’s dolphin (Lagenorhynchus australis), 
Commerson’s dolphin (Cephalorhynchus commersonni), Chilean dolphin (Cephalorhynchus eutropia), and 
killer whale (Orcinus orca). 

However, the past wasn’t entirely positive. The prosperity of the Magellanic region in the 20th century 
attracted those who saw potential in cetacean hunting. Projects and societies arose from both local and 
foreign residents for the exploitation of this area, with the “Sociedad Ballenera de Magallanes” standing 
out (Nicholls Lopeandía, 2010). This was one of the main Chilean whaling companies that operated in the 
southern seas of South America and Antarctica from 1906 to 1916, the year in which it was dissolved. 	
These industries faced a crisis and shut down in the mid-1960s (Quiroz, 2015). However, due to these 
activities, the whale population plummeted to critically unsustainable levels. 

Also dolphins were once hunted for both meat and oil, a prevalent practice in the early 20th century (Goodall 
& Cameron, 1980). In more recent times, dolphins were harpooned specifically for use as crab bait in the 
Strait (Goodall, 1994). 	

Whaling persisted in Chile for more than two centuries, with the last whale hunted on May 21, 1983. A 
decree issued on July 15 of the same year brought an end to whaling. However, since the moratorium in 
1986, more than 45 thousand whales have been hunted, primarily by Japan (under the pretext of “scientific 
whaling”) and Norway (WWF, 2013).
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