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But times have changed — and people need to change. The world is more conscious of our human impacts
NOW.

The park and the law will continue to pursue different avenues to mitigate the cows - Rangers like Jose will
use horses to drive the cattle away from wildlife, and Gersom will work to pursue legal action, but we need
the neighbors to be on our side. Conservation’s side. Huemul's side. Or else, ecosystems will be damaged
to a point of no return.

Maybe huemul can be a symbol they can care about.

| wonder if the neighbors can start feeling like they have a role as guardians in the park. | think we all agree
that their commitment is invaluable to the park. Without their cooperation there will be no beautiful nature,
no beautiful park to preserve for generations to come.

Traditions are beautiful. It connects people across generations and across communities. But it's also
beautiful because it changes.

“...pero no habiamos ido adaptando y la adaptacion ha sido ha sido buena, creo yo, que las tradiciones han
conservado, hemos tratado de que podemos cambiar algunas cosas, pero siempre con nuestro sello de
Patagonia, de recibir bien a la persona, de que pueda hacer el menor impacto posible en nuestro territorio...”

Changing habits is hard - heck, | can’t even break the habit of hitting the “snooze” button on my alarm.
Sustainable farming is hard. And this is where assistance from the government and support programs are
needed.

But the locals are the guardians of the park.

“We need to also our own community are connected with our national parks and with our treasures. And |
hope the neighbors will soon realize the future of Chile’s national treasure is in their hands.”

On my last day at Torres del Paine, as a good tourist that | am, | hiked up to the Las Torres Towers. Fiorella
says the cold, high mountain environment and its adjacent Lenga forests provide an ideal habitat for the
huemul. I try looking for them, but | didn’t see any. During the hike, | think back to the question | posed earlier.
How do you conserve what you don’t see?

It’s not just the huemul that people don’t see. It's also the whole array of environmental problems that is
caused by humans. We have to open our eyes to see that our messy web of trails are eroding the soil, and
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that the cows roaming around are not just decoration but rather a severe threat to the entire ecosystem.
Huemul is just a symbol. But to see the huemul means to see the hidden problems that humans cause.

Guayaha promised that he will prepare a Baguales steak for us next time we come. And | can’t wait to come
back to see the restored forests, well-maintained trails and responsible tourists.
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Thanks to all partners and sponsors that made the DARWIN200 2023-25
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