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I spent the week in the southernmost end of the world, Chilean Patagonia. When you step foot here, you 
know something is different. You see orchids fighting against 100kmh wind every day, you taste the berries 
lining the horizon, gauchos tending to their horses.

And in this very special place, lives a guardian animal. It is on the Chilean coat of arms, the indigenous people 
have special importance to them. Those few who have gotten the privilege of seeing a huemul themselves 
describe the huemul as a magical moment.

In the past, it used to be very easy to see huemul. But now, less than 1000 individuals call Chile their home, 
walking along the edge of extinction.

A bit of history.

European colonizers brought detrimental diseases along with a disruption of traditional economies of the 
indigenous people like the Kawésqar and the Aónikenk. They created the Sociedad Explotadora de Tierra del 
Fuego, creating a new economy in the region based on livestock and wool. Since the establishment of the 
national park, it has been bordered by ranches or estancias of all sizes.
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This Darwin Leader project was made possible by:

https://www.tdplegacyfund.org/
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Thanks to all partners and sponsors that made the DARWIN200 2023-25 
Global Voyage Possible.
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