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History, why this project can’t just be about one species

I decided to start my journey as a Darwin Leader by researching records of Darwin’s passage through 
the Argentine region. When visiting Argentine Patagonia, we cannot guarantee that the naturalist 
passed through the province of Chubut, where my studies are concentrated. But thanks to his curious 
and observant eye, like any good researcher, Darwin described the landscape and emphasized the 
presence of grasses and thorny bushes.

From this written report, I was able to conclude that despite the 2 centuries of difference there was 
no considerable change in the landscape which, for many people, can be considered monotonous and 
without major surprises, but when observed carefully it can be surprising.

Still looking for the thread that connects the past to the present, during the first contact with my 
specialist, Dr. Ana Cenzano, I sought a broad conversation that would make it possible to understand 
her vision regarding the problem and it was at that moment that I realized how the past, the present 
and the future are all connected, not just to a single species of plant, but to all native vegetation and 
for this reason the title of my work needed to be changed.

Although the landscape described by Darwin has not undergone major changes, currently, due to multiple 
factors combined, a new scenario is slowly and progressively being established. If land degradation 
continues systematically, not only the slow-growing Condalia microphylla (piquillín) will be harmed, but 
all native vegetation, as plants need time and space to grow and develop.

In this investigative process, I spoke with professor Julio Vezub (historian at the Patagonian Institute 
of Social and Human Sciences) and Lucas Antieco (Mapuche - Tehuelche indigenous descendant) and 
had the opportunity to understand more about the ancient people who occupied the region .However, 
these people, who had ancestral knowledge about the land, were, unfortunetly, wiped out. Along with 
them, much of the knowledge about sustainable resource management, uses for food and medicine 
has been lost over time.

For this reason, on my journey as Darwin Leader, I sought to study and understand the multiple aspects, 
which act as different colors, an this one’s when mixed paint the picture of the conservation of native 
flora, as the same colors if combined in different ways can result in alternative landscapes.
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