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Future Prospects:

Once the Howler monkeys are released, they will be tracked. Refauna plans to implement adaptive 
management strategies to emphasise the importance of long-term monitoring, habitat restoration, 
and community engagement. This collective effort ensures the sustainability of reintroduction projects 
and the park’s ecological resilience in the face of urban pressures. Both the academic and conservation 
arms of the organisation are among its key strengths. After the Howlers are released, they will be 
monitored on foot daily. The male will be equipped with a radio collar to facilitate tracking. Through 
constant monitoring, Refauna will ensure the success of the reintroduction project. The organisation is 

also planning further reintroductions. In the coming year, blue and yellow macaws will soar over the city. 
The list of reintroduced species is expanding: yellow-footed tortoises, brown howler monkeys, blue and 
yellow macaws, and red-humped agoutis—the forest is becoming richer and richer with each addition.

Photo 3: Setting up camera trap for the canopy monitoring (credits: Josh Clarke)

Conclusion

The efforts undertaken by Refauna within Tijuca National Park stand as a testament to the resilience 
of nature and the collaborative endeavours of conservationists and researchers. As the park moves 
towards ecological restoration, the story of reintroduction initiatives unveils a narrative of hope and 
triumph amid numerous challenges. The successful reintroduction of key species like Howler monkeys, 
Agoutis, and tortoises exemplifies the potential for ecological rejuvenation within urban landscapes. 
These initiatives not only signify a resurgence of biodiversity but also highlight the intricate ecological 
connections essential for restoring balance within Tijuca. The dedication shown by Refauna, combined 
with ongoing monitoring and adaptive management strategies, promises a sustainable future for the 
park. As the anticipated release of the Howler monkeys approaches, the forest echoes with the promise 
of biodiversity flourishing once again, signalling a beacon of hope for the park’s continued restoration 
and resilience in the face of urbanisation. Tijuca National Park, with its historical significance and 
ecological efforts, stands poised to reclaim its rightful place as a vibrant and thriving urban forest 
ecosystem.
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