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As we have seen in the last episode, the Guiana dolphins seem to be in quite the pickle. After acquiring their 
precise sense of hearing through millions of years of living in murky waters, they now rely on their hearing for 
almost everything they do! Noises such motors and blast fishing are like a fog of noise, blurring the dolphins 
senses and potentially even damaging their hearing! 

Marcos Rossi agrees that more research needs to be conducted in order to fully understand the interactions 
between dolphins and humans in the bay. For the future, he plans on planting 24h hydrophones in selected 
hotspots of dolphin activity to learn more on their behaviour and reactions to anthropogenic noise sources 
over extended periods of time. 

Furthermore, locals from the bay are very clear that they require stricter enforcement on blast fishing 
practices, in order to stop this destructive method once and for all. But the problem lies much deeper. Local 
fisherman are already pressured through overfishing, and in order to make a living, they might not have any 
other choice than to resort to blast fishing. We must find alternative incomes for fisherman to solve this 
problem. One way this could be done is by training fishermen as local rangers to protect their home and the 
dolphins while on patrol. 

Finally, many residents of the bay have not realised how abundant the Guiana Dolphin really is. In order to 
conserve their population, it is essential to raise awareness of their presence and beauty, as well as the 
effects that noise pollution might have on them. Maybe then, the next time someone decides to take their 
jet-ski or motorboat out for a spin, they’ll turn it down a notch, remembering the effects it will have on the 
dolphins. 



info@darwin200.com   |   www.darwin200.com

This Darwin Leader project was made possible by:

https://oceandecade.org



info@darwin200.com   |   www.darwin200.com

Thanks to all partners and sponsors that made the DARWIN200 2023-25 
Global Voyage Possible.

www.darwin200.com/sponsors


