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After spending time in the field, speaking with local residents, conservationists, and government 
representatives, I believe that a more structured and community-driven approach is needed. One promising 
solution is the creation of a volunteer program: the Wetland Watchdogs.

The Wetland Watchdogs initiative would empower local residents to take an active role in protecting their 
wetlands. Volunteers would be trained to educate others, monitor wildlife disturbances, and collaborate 
with authorities to ensure compliance with conservation guidelines. This program could provide a 
structured framework for community involvement, transforming passionate individuals into stewards of 
their environment. The Watchdogs would not only spread awareness but also serve as a visible presence, 
reminding visitors and pet owners of their responsibility to safeguard the wetlands. By fostering a sense 
of collective responsibility, the program could instill long-term behavioral changes. Dedicated volunteers 
would help ensure that residents understand the importance of keeping dogs leashed, discouraging the 
abandonment of pets, and recognizing the broader ecological consequences of human actions. If well-
organized, the Wetland Watchdogs could become a model for other conservation efforts across Chile and 
beyond.

Algarrobo has faced conservation challenges before, and its community has always found ways to adapt 
and protect its natural spaces. With a more coordinated effort that combines education, enforcement, 
and grassroots engagement, this growing town has the potential to reduce the impact of dogs on its last 
remaining green spaces—particularly the beautiful wetlands of El Membrillo. Ultimately, the significance 
of a wetland extends beyond its ecological value; it is also defined by the community that surrounds it. The 
most important wetland is the one closest to us, and it is our duty to protect it. By fostering education, 
strengthening enforcement, and mobilizing community action, Algarrobo can take meaningful steps toward 
preserving its wetlands for generations to come.



info@darwin200.com   |   www.darwin200.com

This Darwin Leader project was made possible by:

https://fundacionkennedy.cl/



info@darwin200.com   |   www.darwin200.com

Thanks to all partners and sponsors that made the DARWIN200 2023-25 
Global Voyage Possible.

www.darwin200.com/sponsors


