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In the town of Algarrobo, two urban wetlands, El Membrillo and San Gerónimo, serve as critical refuges for 
migratory and resident bird species. However, local communities and conservationists have witnessed 
firsthand the destructive impact of both feral and unleashed pet dogs. Free-roaming dogs disturb nesting 
birds, destroy eggs, and, in some cases, prey upon adult birds. Community members have observed the 
distressing sight of dogs chasing flocks of resting migratory birds, disrupting their natural behaviors. Tourists 
walking their pets off-leash exacerbate the issue, contributing to habitat degradation and increased stress 
on wetland species.

To combat these challenges, organizations like Fundación Kennedy (FK) have been actively monitoring 
these wetlands, engaging with local communities, and working with volunteers to promote conservation 
efforts. FK has installed signage encouraging responsible pet ownership, emphasizing the need to keep 
dogs on leashes and out of sensitive ecological areas. Addressing this growing problem requires innovative 
and community-driven solutions. Over the past week, I spoke with dozens of community members to gather 
their insights. A common theme emerged: education is the key to long-term change. Many bird watchers 
and environmental advocates believe that awareness campaigns are essential. Visitors and residents 
alike must understand the ecological significance of these wetlands. Without education, tourists and new 
residents—who may not be familiar with the delicate balance of the ecosystem—are less likely to take the 
necessary precautions to protect it.

Researchers echoed similar sentiments, emphasizing that cultural change is at the heart of the issue. The 
public needs to better understand the impact of dogs on wildlife and recognize the importance of designated 
protected areas. Increased outreach and informative initiatives could help instill a sense of environmental 
stewardship, prompting individuals to manage their pets responsibly. Greater dissemination of information 
about the region’s ecosystems and their unique biodiversity would help bridge this gap in knowledge. The 
local government, particularly the environmental department (DIMAO), acknowledges the problem as well. 
Although laws exist to regulate stray and free-roaming dogs, enforcement remains inconsistent due to a lack 
of supervisory personnel. Strengthening supervision and encouraging community members to document 
and report infractions could enhance enforcement efforts. However, without the proper personnel and 
resources, legal measures alone will not be enough to curb the issue.
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