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Chile’s wetlands are a vital ecosystem, providing flood control, carbon sequestration, and crucial habitat 
for migratory and resident bird species. However, these landscapes are under significant threat due to 
urbanization, pollution, and an emerging challenge—free-roaming and feral dogs. The Canine Conundrum in 
Chile’s Wetlands investigates this pressing issue, exploring its past, present, and potential future solutions. 

A century ago, Chile’s wetlands thrived as interconnected ecosystems, supporting diverse wildlife 
populations across vast, unbroken landscapes. Stretching from the Andean highlands to the coastal 
lowlands, these wetlands provided refuge for an array of species, from flamingos in the salt flats of the 
north to black-necked swans in the south. However, as human populations expanded and land development 
intensified, wetlands began to disappear at an alarming rate. Today, these ecosystems are fragmented, 
leaving them vulnerable to degradation and invasive threats. Chile has been losing more than 1.5% of 
its wetlands annually due to urban expansion and development pressures. This destruction has led to 
increased habitat fragmentation, making the remaining wetlands more susceptible to external threats such 
as pollution and invasive species. Among these threats, the rise of free-roaming and feral dogs has become 
particularly problematic, disrupting wildlife and contributing to the decline of native bird populations.
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