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Future

Andrea, a local researcher, is leading two important studies:

- Monitoring otter burrows using camera traps - This non-invasive method helps track their population and
behavior.

- Analyzing microplastics in their feces - Understanding pollution impacts on their diet and health. Both
studies are authorized by the National Undersecretary of Fisheries (SUBPESCA) and provide critical data
for conservation planning.

Fernanda is conducting surveys to assess local perceptions of the chungungo. Some key questions she
has include:

- Do you believe the chungungo is abundant?

- How do you perceive the chungungo? As a resource, a tourist attraction, or an ecologically important
species?

- Do you believe divine intervention will prevent its extinction?

- Should conservation focus on protecting its habitat or regulating human activities?

A comprehensive solution to protecting sea otters involves a multi-faceted approach that integrates
conservation, regulation, and education. Establishing multiple-use Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)
specifically designed for sea otters can provide safe habitats, ensuring their populations thrive while
allowing for sustainable human activities. Regulating dog populations by enforcing leash laws and managing
feral dogs will minimize predation and disturbances to sea otters in coastal areas. To mitigate environmental
threats, stricter pollution control measures should be enforced, particularly targeting plastic waste that
harms marine ecosystems. Additionally, sustainable algae harvesting must be regulated through quotas
and monitoring to prevent habitat degradation. Lastly, fostering a cultural shift in conservation values is
essential; education initiatives should go beyond science, addressing ideological and societal perspectives
on nature to encourage long-term environmental stewardship.

Conclusion

The chungungo is a living example of what happens when a species is protected but its habitat is not. Legal
protections are not enough—comprehensive conservation strategies must integrate scientific research,
community engagement, and strong policy measures. Only by addressing these challenges holistically can
we ensure the future of this remarkable marine otter.
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