
CHANGE THE WORLD

The Hidden Treasure of Llico: 
The Chilean Dolphin (Cephalorhynchus eutropia)

Agustín Carbonell Betancor

Report 2 of 3

info@darwin200.com   |   www.darwin200.com



info@darwin200.com   |   www.darwin200.com

Report 2

Present

Even though the history of the Chilean dolphin started pretty rough, advances have been made to protect 
the species. Particularly, in Concepción, there is a centre called Centro de Estudios en Mastozoología Marina 
(CEMM) which studies marine mammals. Recently, they added Cephalorhynchus eutropia to the species 
they study. This centre and the studies made are led by Camila Calderón-Quirgas and Daniela Cisterna 
Concha, two marine biologists.

The principal investigations done in C. eutropia in Llico are focused in its behaviour and ecology. Mainly, 
utilising bioacoustics (Calderón-Quirgas´s specialty) and drone observations. CEMM focus is to understand 
which areas the dolphins use and the activities done by them. They want to characterise the populations in 
Llico´s shore to enlighten citizens on how important the zone is for the specie.

As much as scientific information is needed to conserve the specie, a lot of work must be done to protect 
it. This is also a fundamental pillar of CEMM. Gierke Medina-Rojas, a student from the centre, is working 
on workshops with the locals, adults and children. By doing this, locals are starting to get to know marine 
mammals and the Chilean dolphin specifically. She is also doing interviews and collecting data on their 
relationship with C. eutropia. With this information she is doing her thesis on how to involve the citizenship 
on decision making on respect environmental problems. This social work is really important for the 
empowerment of the locals and to start bottom-up changes.

I my opinion, it was made obvious the importance of the conservation of the Chilean dolphin j the shore 
of Llico when we took two boat trips to look for them. As Camila has told us, these are shy cetaceans and 
usually don’t go near boats. However, in the last trip, we could see dozes of them jumping and coming ear 
to the boat. A location with such abundance and interaction with the dolphins must be protected ad that is 
what CEMM is doing.

The task CEMM has taken is of big importance. Moreover, their scientific and social work shows how 
essential is to intertwine the society with environmental problems.
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