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The history of the green turtle (Chelonia mydas)

The Cape Verde islands are home to five out of the seven species of turtles. The most common is 
the loggerhead turtle (Caretta caretta) which comes to Cape Verde islands such as Sao Vicente to lay 
their eggs. The green turtle (Chelonia mydas) only comes to the island to feed, before continuing their 
migration towards mainland West Africa. 

Turtles on the islands face many different threats. One of the biggest issues is by-catch. This is when 
turtles become entangled in fishing nets and can lead to injury and death by drowning. 

Another issue turtles are facing is poaching. In the past, this was done by local Cape Verdeans as turtle 
meat holds cultural and historical value. Nowadays, poaching of turtle eggs and meat is illegal, and 
through education, locals now understand how important it is to protect these endangered species. 
Stray dogs are now responsible for the majority of nest and egg damage on the archipelago. 

Plastic pollution is also affecting many coastal and marine species including the turtles on the island. 
Due to poor waste management, large amounts of plastic end up in Cape Verde’s waters, polluting it. 

Global warming is also having an effect on turtles all over the world, including islands such as Sao 
Vicente. The sex of a turtle is temperature-dependent; nest temperatures above 27.7 degrees Celsius 
produce more male turtles and temperatures above 31 degrees Celsius produce more females. Warming 
temperatures are leading to more female turtles being born than male. In 2019, the University of Exeter 
found that 84% of Cape Verdean loggerhead hatchlings were female and that warmer temperatures 
would only increase this percentage [1]. This may cause genetic issues and in the future, the extinction 
of the species. Furthermore, sea level rise, as a result of increasing global temperatures, may cause 
the flooding of turtle nests in Cape Verde. This is because many nesting sites can be found at low 
elevations.
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Finding solutions to these issues is very important in ensuring the conservation of these turtle species.  

The Chelonia mydas is a fascinating and curious species. It’s only in the last few years, that they have 
been coming to Cape Verde to feed here. It’s hypothesised that this is due to the increase in artificial 
feeding on the archipelago islands. Fishermen in Cape Verde feed the turtles local fish, in order to keep 
them in the bay for tourist snorkeling experiences. 

Although Darwin didn’t note seeing any turtles in his notebook, he did comment on the beauty of 
the island, writing how there ‘’was a grandeur in such scenery, and to me the unspeakable pleasure 
of walking under a tropical sun on a wild and desert island’’ [2]. This natural charm of the archipelago 
islands is something that needs to be protected and conserved. 

Turtle species such as the Chelonia mydas have many benefits to the local ecosystems. This is because 
they act as a source of food in the food chain. Hatchlings are a source of food for many small coastal 
and marine animals and birds. Adult turtles are a food source for larger sea animals such as sharks. 
Furthermore, turtles assist in the food chain by eating things such as shellfish, seagrass, and jellyfish 
(a control on the number of jellyfish prevents the overconsumption of fish larvae). Sea turtles also 
provide habitats for smaller organisms, that live and feed on their skin. [3]
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Information on Biosfera, the current risks to the local species, and the actions Biosfera is taking, written 
in this report was taken from their website. For more information on what Biosfera is doing to conserve 
the green turtle, as well as other coastal and marine species, visit www.biosfera1.com. 
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