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Report 2

Part lll - The Future - Navigating the UncertainFuture of Guiana Dolphinsin Sepetiba Bay
Introduction

Looking ahead, the future of Guiana Dolphins in Sepetiba Bay remain suncertain, primarily due to the
entrenched presence of large industrial entities. These corporations, settled and unlikely to reduce their
activities voluntarily, pose a formidable challenge to the delicate balance of the ecosystem.

Clues for a brighter future

Looking ahead, the future of Guiana Dolphins in Sepetiba Bayremains uncertain, primarily due to the
entrenched presence of largeindustrial entities. These corporations, settled and unlikely to reduce their
activities voluntarily, pose a formidable challenge to the delicate balance of the ecosystem.

In addressing this challenge, involving local communities becomes paramount. Traditional fishermen,
intimately acquainted with the bay’s transformation, playa pivotal role. Their involvement, trust, priviledge
knowledge of the local ecosystem and firsth and experience can serve as potent tools in shaping
conservation strategies.

A crucial aspect of the path forward involves dispelling misconceptions about the local population.
Environmentalists, at times, mistakenly accused traditional fishermen of being responsible for the decline
indolphin populations, some individuals having been caught intheir nets. However, the truth lies in the
weakened state of the dolphins—exhausted and unable to navigate effectively due to reduced fish stocks
and disrupted echo location caused by intense boat traffic.

Environmental agreements withthe government, though inexistence, require scrutiny toensure they
contribute meaningfully to the bay’s restoration. While some companies adhere toregulations, others exploit
loopholes, resulting ininsufficient environmental restoration. For example, the leader of the association of
the local fishermen explained that the companies were allowed to remove mangrove trees if they commit
to replant twice as much in the same biome. But then, the companies replanted the trees on a similar biome
on the other side of the country, which does not allow the local bay’s ecosystem to recover and creates
harmful for the local fisheries. Stricter enforcement, transparency, and reevaluation of such agreements
can pave the way for a more sustainable future.

The Marine Protected Area seeks to involve the local community ininitiatives such as community-based
tourism, reducingdependence on industrial entities.The international and local presscan amplify the voices
of the affected community, fostering public awareness and potentially influencing corporate behavior
through public opinion.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the uncertain future of Guiana Dolphins in Sepetiba Bay demands a collective effort. Trust,
involvement, and raising awareness among local populations can transform them into vital conservation
actors. Improved law enforcement, involving the community in sustainable activities, and leveraging
the power of the press collectively contribute tothe preservation of Sepetiba Bay’s unique ecosystem.
Ultimately, it is the harmony between nature and human activities that will determine whether the echoes
of abundance can once again resonate in this once-thriving habitat.
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