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Generalizing criminally, conservation comprises two camps. Purist and pragmatist. Exclusionary and
participatory. Old school and new school. Bad cop and good cop. Whatever labels one applies, the
distinction’s the same. The former prioritizes nature’s sanctity, characterizing it as the proverbial ‘other’
that must escape from the cancer of human influence. The latter pushes a healing of the human-nature
relationship, positioning the big N as more partner than protectee via community-led action. Both are
necessary in balance for truly effective environmentalism. Right now, Tenerife is all camp one. This piece is
about how we’ll change that.
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Thus far we've seen the fiery origins of Tenerife’s rugged terrain, birthing a truly singular landscape. And
we've sped through the diabolical diorama of threats pressing in on this irreplaceable geological trove. To
jog your head jelly, these are overdevelopment; rampant law-breaking; noise, water and light pollution; the
proliferation of invasive species; habitat fragmentation and encroachment; a lack of political foresight or
accountability; and a wholesale public ignorance regarding local ecosystem value- the whole gamut holding
tourism the guilty party. Tourism- that tumor we’ve established the island would collapse without.

So we start by picking our battles. Tourism’s unassailable as the tide. But we can ease off chewing the
hand of development in a gambit for the greater good via biodiversity credits. Already, Montana Roja’s
beautiful Martian landscape is reaping the gains of a €400K restoration project financed by the developers
of Granadilla port. Ratifying a system of biodiversity credits with the island council would make such
impact offsetting schemes the rule, channeling major resources into returning the island’s highly degraded

protected areas to their former glory.
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Fresh-financed,lwould turntoanswering the keystone question: ‘Why care? Tenerife’s coastal environments
are barren wastes to the eye, all bare rocks and sparse vegetation. To have anyone conserve them we must
revamp that image for both policymakers and the island public. With the former, this need but be a credible
valuation of the economic boons these regions’ natural resources provide- water, soil nutrients, and of
course the all important tourist dollar.

For the less fiscally motivated public, a pantheon of faunal figureheads should provide the messaging kick
required. One might champion the restoration of Guaza Mountain Natural Monument with the Tenerife Giant
Lizard, Montana Roja with the Kentish Plover, and Glimar with the Canary Island Spurge. These animal and plant
ambassadors would become the symbols of the reserves in future communications and public engagement
works, belying the perceived lifelessness of these coastal habitats and giving concerned citizens a tangible
reason to fight for. Already Hope the pilot whale put hundreds of thousands of signatures on a petition that
stopped dead plans for a potentially disastrous mega-port. This is simply doubling down on that same galvanizing
psychology.

Now we have money and motivation. The final piece is a movement: organically scaling grassroots networks
akin to Australia’s Landcare- locals spearheading bush regeneration. These community collectives would rid
the island’s coastal reserves of their invasive species and pollution epidemics in a matter of months, spending
just 2-3 hours a week in targeted working bees. They would serve as trusted environmental educators within
their neighborhoods, sensitize fellow citizens to their impact on these vulnerable ecosystems and spearhead
behavior change, abating the negligent destruction of natural heritage. They would form an ad hoc community
watch helping enforce environmental law and respectful practice in reserves.

And in time, they would convert the 25% of the island’s populace required as the tipping point for social change,
sparking a societal transformation towards ecological sensibilities. At this critical mass, we would finally be able
to enact major policy changes for environmental legislation on par with the European mainland, coming to bear on
reticent politicians, bringing accountability to the island government. We could register Tenerife’s gamut of non-
protected geological gems as OECMs, call in the Spanish EPA (‘MITECO’) to objectively arbitrate development
proposals, introduce a conservation levy on tour firms, breed back up and reintroduce endangered flora from
community gardens, redirect tourism marketing in favor of geology over gaudy resorts, integrate natural history
and heritage into the school curriculum... the possibilities are endless.

And then we party.
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